
CITY OF FRISCO, TEXAS     ORDINANCE NO.  _ _________  
_____ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRISCO, TEXAS; 
ESTABLISHING A FLOODWAY ORDINANCE FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF REGULATING THE REMOVAL OF TREES AND 
OTHER VEGETATION IN FLOOD PRONE AREAS IN FRISCO; 
PROVIDING FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS ORDINANCE 
AND FOR A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEALING, SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION OF 
THE CAPTION HEREOF. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Frisco, Texas ("City Council") 

has investigated and determined that it will be advantageous, beneficial and in 

the best interest of the citizens of the City of Frisco, Texas ("Frisco") to establish 

a tree preservation ordinance for the purpose of regulating the removal of trees 

and/or vegetation in Frisco as set forth below: 

WHEREAS, Frisco has complied with all notices and public hearings as 

required by law; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF FRISCO, TEXAS: 

SECTION 1: Findings. The findings set forth above are incorporated into 

the body of this Ordinance as if fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2: Conflicting Ordinances. All ordinances in conflict herewith 

are repealed to the extent they are in conflict. Any remaining portions of said 

ordinances shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3: Regulation of Trees and Vegetation Removal.   This ordinance 
applies to properties that do not have a pending or approved final plat by the City 
Council.  A grading permit or letter of consent from the City of Frisco is required 
for removal of any trees or other vegetation in the Base Flood Plain as defined by 
the Subdivision Regulation Ordinance 94-08-19, as it exists or may be amended, 
and/or Floodway.  For the purposes of this Ordinance Floodway shall be defined 



as - The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land area that 
must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood with out cumulatively 
increasing the water surface elevation by more that a designed height.  In this 
Ordinance, floodway refers to the floodway resulting from a 100-year flood event 
based on ultimate development conditions.   
 

Removal of Tree(s) as defined by the Zoning Ordinance 00-11-01, as it 
exists or may be amended, or other vegetation through, including but not limited 
to, the use of poison, chemicals or by any other acts that affect the health and/or 
life of the tree(s) and other vegetation is also subject to this Ordinance. 

 

Agricultural crop harvesting of planted row crops and hay production is 

exempt from this Ordinance. However, any increase in areas for agricultural use 

and/or production, by removal of Trees, is subject to this Ordinance.  

The removal of dead Trees is exempted from this Ordinance.  However, a 

property owner(s) or its designee must receive written approval from the City 

Manager or his/her designee before removing the dead tree. 

SECTION 4: Penalty Provision: 

Any person, firm, corporation or business entity violating this Ordinance, 

or as amended, or any provision of this Ordinance, shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined a sum not exceeding 

the amount set forth below. The penal provisions imposed under this Ordinance 

shall not preclude Frisco from filing suit to enjoin the violation.  Frisco retains all 

legal rights and remedies available to it pursuant to local, state and federal law.  

This Ordinance is intended to provide for the preservation all Trees and/or all 

other vegetation within the Floodplain including but not limited to Major Creeks, 

tributaries and other water courses that enable the discharge of the Base 

Floodplain and/or Floodway.  

Each individual tree removed in violation of this Ordinance shall constitute 

a separate offense.  Fines shall be based on the following: 

 Three hundred dollars ($300.00) per caliper inch of each Tree as 

measured four feet–six inches (4’ 6”) above the grade or soil stain on the 

damaged or fallen tree(s).   



 Each individual 100 square feet of vegetation removed in violation of this 

Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense.  Fines shall be based on 

the following: 

 Three hundred dollars ($300.00) for each 100 square feet of vegetation 

that has been disturbed or removed.   

Fines shall be issued to the property owner(s) as shown on the tax rolls on 

the date of the violation(s).  The contractor, subcontractor, contracting company, 

and/or individual committing the violation is also subject to the same fines as the 

property owner.   

Property companies, contracting companies, and/or individuals in violation 

of this Ordinance will be halted on the site where trees have been removed until 

the City Manager and/or his/her designee have made an assessment.    

SECTION 5: Savings/Repealing Clause: 

All other ordinances shall remain in full force and effect, save and except 

as amended by this or any other Ordinance.   All provisions of any ordinance in 

conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed; but such repeal shall not abate 

any pending prosecution for violation of the repealed ordinance, nor shall the 

repeal prevent a prosecution from being commenced for any violation if occurring 

prior to the repeal of the ordinance. 

SECTION 6: Severability: 

Should any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, it is expressly provided that any and all remaining portions of this 

Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  Frisco hereby declares that it 

would have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or 

phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 

subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared unconstitutional or 

invalid. 

SECTION 7: Effective Date: 



The caption of this Ordinance shall be published in accordance with the 

laws of the State of Texas and in compliance with the City Charter of Frisco, and 

shall be effective immediately upon its passage and publication. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF FRISCO, TEXAS, on this _____ day of ________ 2001. 

 

KATHLEEN A. SEEI, 

Mayor 

ATTESTED TO AND 
CORRECTLY RECORDED BY: 

 

_________________________ 
NAN PARKER 
City Secretary 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

________________________________ 
ABERNATHY, ROEDER, BOYD & 
JOPLIN, P.C. 
RICHARD M. ABERNATHY 
City Attorneys 

 

 
DATE OF PUBLICATION:__________________________________________________________, Frisco 

Enterprise 

 


